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Global Health During a Global Pandemic: 
Insights from Botswana
Friday, April 9, 8 a.m. 

Learning Objectives:
1.  Describe the COVID-19 epidemiologic trends in transmission, testing, and mortality observed in southern Africa since the beginning of the pandemic
2.  Identify the socio-cultural factors, population health metrics, and public health interventions 

influencing epidemiologic trends in COVID-19 disease throughout southern Africa
3.  Discuss how the COVID-19 response has affected surveillance, prevention and control of other endemic diseases in 

southern African and how lessons learned thus far in the pandemic can help define future goals for global health

Speakers:

Click here to Join Zoom Meeting        Meeting ID: 775-861-076       Password: 862640

Dr. Tonya Arscott-Mills obtained her undergraduate medical degree from Wake Forest 
University and then completed her pediatric residency at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children 
in 2004.  She then worked in Afghanistan for 18 months in an NGO run hospital before returning 
to a primary care practice serving the North Philadelphia population. Since 2008 Tonya has 
been based in Botswana where she is the current research director for the Botswana-UPenn 
Partnership and CHOP’s lead pediatrician on the ground in Botswana. Tonya is both an expert 
general pediatric and HIV/TB clinician as well as a public health specialist. As the pediatric lead 
in Botswana, Tonya has a number of key roles including being the in-country mentor for CHOP 
residents doing electives in Botswana, mentoring the Botswana-based CHOP Global Health 
fellow, being involved with many of the pediatric projects happening in Botswana, teaching 
the University of Botswana pediatric residents and medical students and serving on several 
Botswana Ministry of Health committees dealing with child health.

Dr. Jonathan Strysko is a pediatrician and the David N. Pincus CHOP 
Global Health Fellow based full-time in Gaborone, Botswana. He 
completed his pediatric and chief residency training at Maimonides 
Infants and Children’s Hospital of Brooklyn and spent two years 
at Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as an Epidemic 
Intelligence Service officer in the National Center for Enteric and 
Zoonotic Infectious Diseases. Based in Botswana since 2019, he has 
been heavily involved in the COVID-19 response, serving on the 
national pediatric task force while continuing clinical service at Princess 
Marina Hospital and teaching at University of Botswana’s Faculty 
of Medicine. His previous research has focused on antimicrobial 
resistance, waterborne diseases, infant feeding, and neonatal sepsis.
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TARGET AUDIENCE: Physicians, 
Advanced Practice Providers, 
Nursing, Fellows, Residents, 
Medical Students and other 
healthcare professionals.

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT: 
Tower Health is accredited by 
the Pennsylvania Medical Society 
to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

CREDIT DESIGNATION:  
Tower Health designates 
this live activity for a 
maximum of 1 AMA 
PRA Category 1 
Credit™. Physicians 
should claim only the 
credit commensurate 
with the extent of their 
participation in the 
activity.

NURSING CREDIT DESIGNATION: This 
program awards 1 contact hour. Tower Health 
is an approved provider of nursing continuing 
professional development by the Pennsylvania 
State Nurses Association, an accredited approver 
by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.

CLAIMING CME CREDITS: Attendees MUST 
sign in with the six-digit activity code provided 
at the session using eeds within 24 hours of the 
conference start time and complete the online 
evaluation within 30 days at  
https://towerhealth.eeds.com

SERIES DISCLOSURES: The course director and 
members of the planning committee do not have 
any relevant financial relationships with any ineligible 
companies to disclose regarding today’s presentation. 
Faculty and all others who have ability to control the 
content of continuing education activities sponsored 
by Tower Health are expected to disclose to Tower 
Health all of their financial relationships with ineligible 
companies. Ineligible companies are those whose 
primary business is producing, marketing, selling, 
re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by 
or on patients.

The COVID-19 pandemic has reinforced the critical importance of investing in global health security.  
Thus, there is a need for clinicians and public health practitioners to appreciate the 

epidemiologic trends of the COVID-19 pandemic in diverse range of contexts.
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