
Remembering Maria
“Maria’s concern for the health of the newborn and her quest for scientific 
advancement to improve the survival of sick infants was the driving force that 
convinced her to investigate the efficacy of assisted ventilation. In 1962, in 
collaboration with Paul Swyer, Maria was the first clinician to pioneer treatment 
for hyaline membrane disease using mechanical ventilation in premature in-
fants. Maria set the stage for reassessment of the non-interventionist attitude 
then prevalent in the management of premature newborns with respiratory 
failure. …Maria supported the principle that living up to one’s potential is hard 
work with the ultimate goal to disseminate knowledge and do good, leaving 
the world a better place. It is through her “academic children” that she took 
greatest pride as her progeny emulated her quest for preserving pediatric ac-
ademic development. Maria’s lasting impact will not only be due to her own 
accomplishments but also through the careers she has fostered and the indi-
viduals she nurtured to perpetuate her mission of providing humanistic and 
friendly clinical care. Maria was a truly unique individual blending the wisdom 
of the past by connecting with the present, focusing on humanism through 
her commitment to the search for truth, morality, and the dignity and worth 
of every person. She took the road less traveled by, and this has made all the 
difference; she will never be forgotten.”

An excerpt from an obituary for Maria Delivoria-Papadopoulos, MD, published in 
Neonatology, 2020; 117: 663-4, Endla Anday, MD.

SAVE THE DATE

This symposium will highlight 
current concepts of prevention and 
management of problems in the 
newborn infant. The goal of this 
symposium is to provide attendees 
with tools to improve quality of care 
for newborns. To achieve this goal we 
will provide an in-depth educational 
program that focuses on the 
importance of the preventive approach 
in minimizing medical complications 
and optimizing continuity of care for 
high-risk infants and their families.
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